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Editorial: Let's all talk to each 
other 


Like every city in the nation, Kokomo has had a well-documented and 
fraught history with race relations. This isn’t news, or shouldn’t be, anyway. 


What matters now is how we move forward. 


As Tribune reporter Carson Gerber wrote in his story published Wednesday, 
what happened at Tuesday’s town hall meeting at Bind Café gave reasons 
for hope, not despair. Organized by DeAndra Beard, dozens of citizens 
talked with police officers and officials across the racial spectrum in an 
effort to empathize with others on the topic of police-involved shootings. 
The stories told were eye-opening for those in attendance, especially those 
who may not have put themselves in the shoes of someone else during a 


police interaction. 


Someone in attendance who knows both sides of the divide is Kokomo Police 
Department Maj. Brian Seldon. As both a police officer and a black man, he 
has a unique perspective on the topic. Seldon warned those in attendance 
that Kokomo was “just one incident away from turning into Ferguson.” This 
is true, as it is in so many places, and understanding how quickly one 


police-involved shooting can light a fuse under an entire populace is crucial. 


While we can’t predict the future, we can prepare for it. In the echo- 
chamber world that passes as public discourse now, these kinds of face-to- 
face meetings are essential if we have any hope of dealing with situations 


before they get out of hand. 


This is a national problem, but we must work to heal at the local level. 


Everything begins there. We must talk to each other, not at each other. 


